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Peters Prattling 

Ron Newbold - RIP 
Sadly I have to report the passing of one of our “older” members; Ron Newbold.  He attended the club for many years but 
stopped due to failing health what seemed like only a few years ago but as it turns out was probably nearer 10 -12 years 
ago.  About 4-5 years later he made contact and Robin went round to pick up some kits and other modelling accessories 
he didn’t want any more which were gratefully picked up by members of the club.  This report from the Romford Recorder 
details his life.  Farewell to a very fine gentleman. 
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Lancing Show 
Once again Lancing didn’t disappoint.  The weather for the day was supposed to be dreadful, which is fine for a model 
show as you are inside but does tend to put off our other halves from attending this seaside based show.  As it turned out 
we had fairly heavy rain on the way but as we approached the coast it started to brighten up, probably not enough to 
consider a dip in the sea, not unless you are hardier souls than Robin or I that is!  Still it was considerably better than at 
home we were told. 
 

 

 
 
Having setup the stand and partaken of the almost obligatory bacon butties (it just has to be done!) we had a wander round 
to check out some under table or trader bargains.  I managed to be quite restrained and only found a T-26 Russian tank for 
£15 in very colourful Spanish Civil War markings. 
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Further mooching throughout the day netted another couple of kits which to many would best be described as “weird”, 
firstly a small scale (1/144th) but large hovercraft (a LCAC Landing Craft Air Cushion) and also an experimental Soviet tank 
known as Object 279, which has 4 sets of track to keep the ground pressure low. 

 

 

 

War & Peace Revival Show 
There was a suggestion that a club outing is organised to go to the show in July, I threw this open to find out who might be 
interested in going and asking whether we could just car share.  So far Paul Bird and Kevin Curley would be interested. 
 
So if you are a) interested in attending and b) can offer a lift to someone else please let me know and between us we can 
try and match up who is going when and can take whom along. 
 

Forthcoming Shows in 2014 
Shows with highlight have been booked for us to attend.  If you wish to attend any of the shows with the club stand please 
let me know so I can attempt to book space for the club. 
 

2014 
28th June (Saturday) “It’s a Small World”, Orchards Shopping Centre, Dartford 
27th July (Sunday) Essex Modellers Show, Hannakins Farm, Billericay 
2nd & 3rd August 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Present Arms 2014, Damyn's Hall Aerodrome, Aveley Road, Upminster, Essex, RM14 
2TN – I’ve asked for space but no response yet. 

20th & 21st September 
(Saturday & Sunday) 

Maquette Club Opale, Complexe Sportif, Rue de la Mairie, Frethun (near Calais) 

21st September (Sunday) Wings and Things, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 2PJ 
8th & 9th November 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Scale ModelWorld, Telford 

7th December (Sunday) London Model Show, Islington Business Design Centre, London, N1 0QH 
 

Peter 
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Robins Ruminations 

Well its article time again, is it me or does the days and months seem to be whizzing around? It doesn’t seem too long ago 
that I was stapling the last issue of Sticky fingers together. Nothing much has happened in the Bellamy household worth 
mentioning, just the normal round of domestics and gardening, ugh!! The only thing that has happened this month is that 
unusually I have had to take a week off of work due to a freak accident. While walking down the stairs I managed to 
somehow miss the second from bottom stair and jarred my heel and back when I caught the bottom stair, but never to be 
one to do things by halves I stumbled forward and jarred my other heel and back again when I hit the floor, OUCH!!! 
 
I thought that I would be alright by the next morning but my back was stiff and very painful and with Adele nagging me at 
05:00 I surrendered and after calling my works and a couple of tablets went back to bed. Unfortunately my Wife fusses over 
me, now it’s very nice to have your health and wellbeing enquired after but every 15 minutes when all you want to do is rest 
can be a little trying to put it mildly. I like to just crawl away and rest quietly when I’m not well, I hate being fussed over, 
Adele knows this but she can’t help herself, she turns into mother hen when Peter or I are unwell. Thankfully Adele was 
working all last week so I did get some peace and quiet. I should be at tonight’s meeting as long as I don’t do anything silly 
again or of course Adele seeing this article on the computer describing her as a nagging mother hen and tripping me down 
the stairs!  
 

Lancing Show report. 
On a Saturday morning Peter picked me up for the drive down to Lancing despite not feeling 100%. No Wives this time as 
they both seemed to think that with the weather forecast saying that it was going to be wet and windy all day they could 
both seem to find far better things to do indoors. You know, dust the tops of the wardrobes, read the local election 
pamphlets or polish the pet. I must admit that as we set off in the driving rain I was wondering just what was in all of those 
interesting party political pamphlets. The rain was heavy but as we passed the turn for Gatwick it began to abate and by the 
time we got to Lancing the wind had dropped to nothing and it was bright sunshine. So we quickly unpacked the models in 
the sunshine and calm air not wanting to chance fate or our models to the possibility of an unscheduled flying lesson. Once 
we got everything inside we could relax and concentrate on setting up the club stand, it was at this point that things started 
to “wrong”. 
 
Looking to one side we saw one of the regular traders setting up his stand with lots of cheap kits and a few piles of books. 
Well, you just have to have a little look don’t you? After all it’s only polite to show interest and have a chat. So we wandered 
over and had a little shufftie under and on top of the table, Peter took a fancy to a very cheap pre-war Russian tank in 
colourful Spanish civil war colour scheme. I didn’t see any kits that grabbed my fancy and so I had a look through the piles 
of books, my attention was immediately attracted to a small pile of books on the IDF / IAF. I picked up a couple of books 
and was going to leave the rest but at the price of a magazine each I thought what the hell? I also picked-up a couple of 
Squadron Walk Around books for £5 each and a book for the F4U Corsair for £8. I also managed to pick-up a very nice 
raffle prize for next year’s Expo for £5, who said we had put Expo to bed for the summer? With my wallet considerably 
lighter I re-joined Peter back at the stand to stash our goodies and to finish the setting up process. Peter broke out our 
flasks while I went and purchased a couple of bacon rolls, just to show support for the host club no pleasure of course. So 
after nibbles and a coffee we examined our ill-gotten gains. On opening the box of the tank Peter bought I soon realised 
why it was so cheap, not only where the track links were separate but so were the individual track bolts that joined them 
together! We checked out the books I bought and were pretty impressed with them for the price, the raffle prize was also 
very good on a second look, a very good result all around. 
 
While sitting on the stand I kept on seeing Peter glancing above my head, his interest was directed at the next door stand’s 
racking and an experimental Russian 4 tracked tank, Object 279 on it, a very odd kit to say the least. However it was a bit 
too pricey and so we relaxed into the normal routine of wandering around and sitting behind the stand. We popped into the 
competition room and had a good look around and there were some very nice models on the tables. A few of the models 
seemed to us to be in the wrong classes but we’re not talking the Nationals and when all’s said and done it’s a bit of fun, 
not real life. Peter returned from one of his walks with a carrier bag and a big smile on his face, he had bagged the 279 kit 
with a £12 reduction on the listed price. Apparently on the other side of the box that Peter had been looking at most intently 
for most of the morning was a reduced price sticker, nice one. Adele gave me a quick call to see how I was doing and ask if 
I had bought any models, when I told her I had only bought one kit and that was for Expo she was immediately surprised 
and also a little bit suspicious! Me at a model show and not buying a model? Totally out of character my Wife thought. 
However when I told her I had bought a number of books she relaxed, situation normal.  
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I bought a few strips of raffle tickets and sat down to enjoy lunch, while nibbling Peter came back with another model, a 
U.S. heavy lift / attack hovercraft in J.D.F. markings. I thought perhaps Peters medication was either running out or he had 
had a bit too much but I know he likes “different” models and when he told me it was only a fiver I understood why he’d 
picked it up, a very nice kit. On one of my last wanders I picked-up a Kinetic F-16C “Barak” for £15, the kit had sat under a 
table all day with no takers which was quite surprising. However at least I could go home now with a kit, just to keep Adele 
happy of course, that’s my story anyway. Of course as things turned out I came home with a couple of more kits, I won two 
Revell F-16 kits in the raffle, as I’m not too bothered about these kits I will put these on the Expo raffle prizes pile. We 
packed up the stand and after thanking the organisers for yet another great show we headed home. The closer we got to 
home the clouds got lower and we got a few rain showers. When we got home Adele told us what a terrible day it had 
been, I didn’t have the heart to tell her it had been sunny and warm in Lancing all day. Still Peter and I had had another 
really good day out at the Lancing show, I must say that this is my second favourite show of the year, small but perfectly 
formed.  
 

Here Come De Judge! 
With Peter still too unwell it fell to Brian, Paul Bennett and I to go to our friends at Southend and do their annual judging. 
The Southend club moved from their old venue of the Civic Centre to the naval ex-serviceman’s club which is only a few 
hundred yards away from it. The club is divided into several different rooms or areas that can be sub-divided and the club & 
competition was being held in a side area/room. The models to be judged were arranged on various tables in their allotted 
groups and we were supplied with a list of entrants in every class. Unfortunately Paul didn’t get to the club in time for the 
kick-off of the judging and so Brian & I made a start. 
 
As we progressed around the tables it was like a dance act between the two of us trying to make sure while looking at one 
table we didn’t knock anything on the table behind us. However we did the evil deed and handed over the results and 
retired to the safety of the bar where John Drummond kindly bought us both a drink. After finishing our drinks and a 
cigarette for Brian we headed back in where I was asked/volunteered to hand out the awards to the winners of the various 
classes and cups. Paul arrived but too late to take any active part in the evening’s proceedings, he had an appointment 
with a double glazing salesman and couldn’t unfortunately get away/escape. 
 
It was really nice to be asked by the Southend club to do their judging and I’m fairly sure that we got the right result in the 
end. I hope that our club will be asked to do the judging again next year as I find it very interesting to see how other clubs 
run their internal competitions. 
 

My official hat is now on. 
As Peter was feeling unwell I had to step into his role for the last club evening, I hope that I didn’t make too many faux pas 
but I got the tea, coffee and biscuits to the club that was the most important thing! The club evening wasn’t too well 
attended but we had a good evening and our main theme for the evening was of course “The Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly”. 
 
Now nobody had quite worked out what the exact idea was behind this title even though Peter and Alan Wright had 
attempted to clarify it on the previous meeting. So with no real idea I decided to simply put my spin on the theme and with 
the thirteen models on the tables I put each of the exhibitors on the spot by asking them why they had brought this 
particular model up and what made it so special to them. Some of the models were fairly old and I’m sure that the 
exhibitors will forgive me for saying so but some were not the best constructed or painted but they each hold a special 
place in their collections and hearts. Some were the first conversion, first model when getting back into modelling or even 
that the modeller had seen the subject of the model in the flesh as it were. The questions and answers that bounced 
between the members while discussing the models was really good and everybody entered into the spirit of the discussion 
really well. I was amazed that the discussions took well over an hour before we drew it to a close and although I don’t think 
that I followed the original intention of Alan’s, the evening was a success and to be honest I think that there is further 
mileage in this sort of question & answer session in one form or another. 
 
I’d like to thank the members present at the last meeting for their patience and putting up with me and I hope that I didn’t 
upset anybody with my pointed questions about their models, if I did, I apologise. 
 
Tonight is a competition evening so I hope to be busy with booking in all of the models. As ever gentlemen have a good 
evening, enjoy the competition and may the best models win. 

Robin 
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Wrighty’s “References” 

Good evening all, for my own part modelling has had to take a back seat this last month or so, in fact I had to miss last 
months meeting seeing as the theme was based on my suggestion.  This was caused by pressure from family illness and 
led to me booking 3 things for the same day, a funeral, a rearranged speedway meeting and a visit to hospital for my wife. 
 
It was upsetting I couldn’t be at the club meeting but a phone call to Robin said it worked out quite well when attendance 
was somewhat lower and the suggestion that something similar may be organised for a future meeting. 
 
I did want to exhibit my Southampton flying boat on that night to answer and explain areas of the build of this totally scratch 
built model.  In fact it was the hardest of the 250 models I have built.  Also I guess it met the criteria of “Ugly” to some of 
you who find it outside their interest range, somewhat like I feel about W.W.2 fighters having completed the full range of 
them about 20 years ago.  Why doesn’t someone push the limits a bit further, like a 5th generation jet fighter loaded with 
modern weaponry?  I can recall an RAF Typhoon appearing on the tables, but at the end of the day modellers build what 
they are currently hooked on, that’s why theme builds are not very popular, most of us can’t find time to build what we have 
bought, let alone items that we don’t want to.  My obsession with the Southampton has cost me at least time to build 3 x 5th 
generation jets, the Rafale, Typhoon and Raptor, which would have been completed by now but for this obsession. 
 
Well I’ve run out of time and space to answer these queries about scratch building, so if you want ask me at the meeting, 
how we get ribs in wings, make the hull with hollow interior, how to do rigging etc.  No it’s much easier to do that W.W.2 
fighter isn’t it? 
 

Peter’s Item re Football/Archaeology 
Congratulations on a very interesting and amusing article Peter, when I first read it on the Internet in a darkened room it 
didn’t seem to make much sense, but when reading my belated paper copy of the Sticky Fingers it really amused e, as a 
football lover it sounded like sheer “Hell on Earth”, but I must agree with you the football is totally over the top, driven by the 
media that are largely ignorant, with manipulative stories looking to tear the England team apart, I am about as fed up with 
it as you are.  Why can’t they pick on cricket, golf or celebrities or even the Internet & digital this that and the other.  Good 
story, perhaps we should spend a week together on a fishing Thursday? 
 

“Winkle” Brown on TV 
Did you see the BBC2 programme on Lt/Cdm Eric “Winkle” Brown on Sunday 01/06/2014 between 9 & 10 o’clock?  Superb 
documentary of Eric’s life and history of his wartime and peacetime career with the FAA & RAF. He holds the world record 
for the most ever carrier deck landings, also a world record for the most diverse aircraft test flown.  He came over as a nice 
unassuming man in his 80’s now.  Some rare film of some of the aircraft he flew, giving rise to colour schemes not listed.  
Don’t miss it if it comes on again. 

 
WrySpy Calling! 
The purpose of the WrySpy Agency is to bring you military news before it happens; this involves agents working on 
rumours and gaining confirmation of gossip.  Now two places where this is rife at the present time are Syria and The 
Ukraine, you can imagine the pressure on our staff to cover these war areas which coincided with 2 civil events, the Korean 
ferry disaster and the disappearance of Malaysian Airlines MH370.  (we have it on good authority that it was abducted by 
aliens, only joking but you can say it’s the only excuse they haven’t come up with isn’t it?) 
 
So if you wonder why WrySpy hasn’t reported these items you can see every rumour has to be sussed out before we print 
the truth or take sides. 
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However one of our “Press” competitors appear to have got out an RAF & RN secret before us, but no offering on the 4 
previous so called “difficult” problems.  We’ll publish them in full with our compliments:- 
 

We told you in earlier issues of Sticky Fingers that the Tornado was on its 
way out and areas where the Typhoon was taking over, but it looks like they 
have had a change of heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In recent RN updates, we were keeping you abreast of the highly expensive aircraft carriers in Sticky Fingers, we believed 
they were keeping the finance pot empty.  Sorry we took our eye off the ball thinking such things as nuclear submarines 
were a thing of the past (“Cold War” you know).  Why do we need 7?  Why a crew of 100 men (a U-Boat only had 50), still 
read it for yourself.  Our agent in Portsmouth who I met 3 weeks ago told me that this was rumoured to have caused job 
losses in Pompy, but why do we need them, my guess is that the Russians have retaken their Black Sea Naval Base in the 
Crimea!  Still by 2021 (7 years hence) who knows? 
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More Tornado Squadrons Disbanded 
Following on from the disbanding od the Tornado GR4 force, two more Squadrons disbanded on 31/0/3/14 at RAF 
Lossiemouth, they were 12(B) Squadron “Shiny 12” and the most famous No. 617 (Dambusters) Squadron (so named after 
the W.W.2 heroes).  It is known that 617 will reform but not until 2016 using the F-35B Lightning as the aircraft becomes 
available.  A specially marked aircraft to represent 12 Squadron has been painted to mark the occasion.  However the 
above article on the MoD Tornado deal seems just a bit pointless, don’t you think? 

Ukraine Airfields 
Documentation on the order of battle for February 2014 in The Ukraine for the land forces, naval forces and the air forces, 
some 20 airfields have been named with compliments shown.  The Russian Black Sea Fleet at Sevastopol is also listed, 
but due to the sensitivity of the situation must remain on the restricted list.  Internal searches at WrySpy turned up another 
10+ airfields that were in use between the passing of the CCCP to a period up to around 2010.  The problem here is that 
maps to not show military airfields and a good map of The Ukraine does not seem to exist, especially where it borders 
other adjacent countries.  Further efforts will be made to locate the naval airfields. 
 

Alan 


