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Peters Prattling 

Bob Plumridge – RIP 

Robert Plumridge 25
th
 May 1951 to 29

th
 May 2016 

 
It is my very sad duty to report that Bob Plumridge passed away on 29th May 2016 from a brain tumour.  He had collapsed 
the week before and taken to King Georges Hospital, which is why he wasn’t at last months meeting.  Information from 
Wally via his sister indicated the initial collapse was due to a mass on his brain and this was affecting his memory so he 
wouldn’t have known or recognised anyone visiting him.  Sadly the condition was too much and he passed away on the 
Sunday. 
 
Bob was a keen modeller, although I think he would have agreed that like many of us he was more a collector than a 
modeller.  His passion was to make the model but he never actually "finished" any as he didn't like to paint them, some 
were passed on to others to finish for him.  He had a great knowledge about modelling and models in general even if it 
didn’t fall into his personal interests, which were quite wide, although chiefly US Navy aircraft, W.W.II armour, some Sci-Fi 
and cars (American) too.  No doubt gained from the many magazines he collected on modelling and the real things. 
 
He was one of the founder members of IPMS Hornchurch club and went on to hold the post of Treasurer, not an easy job 
prying money out of the members I can confirm, and attended the IPMS London modelling club too.  He was also part of 
the Southern Expo volunteer team most often than not performing the onerous duty of "being on the door", but was always 
friendly and welcoming. 
 
Bob also spent some of his time up at the Hannants (London) store helping out there and was a trusted and valued 
resource, where again his friendly and helpful nature came to the fore. 
 
He will be sorely missed by all the clubs he attended and all the people who knew him in the modelling fraternity. 
 
Farewell Bob, it was great to know you. 
 
His funeral service was held on Tuesday 14

th
 June and was officiated by his sister Susan. 

 
Donations were requested to go to the Somerville Foundation (http://www.thesf.org.uk/), they work with patients born with a 
heart condition (congenital), providing practical and emotional support, and enable them to take control of their lives and 
manage their own heart condition. 
 
I will be happy to collect any donations club members want to make and send it in as one contribution. 
 

Judging at Southend 

Robin, Paul Bird and I went along to the South East Essex Clubs end of year competition to be their sacrificial lambs (aka 
judges).  It’s a new venue which although looking like an industrial unit on the outside turned out to be a very large, airy and 
well lit room. 
 
The models were arranged on tables for us to judge and after much deliberation the winners were announced.  
Unbeknownst to us the overall winner was our ex-club member Phil Worth with an early war U-Boat. 
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A small sample of the entries 

Last Month 

I thought last months meeting was a very good one if only for the willingness of the members to stand up and talk about 
their modelling interests.  It gave a lot of us an inside into why some people model what they do and why. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

December Meeting 

Are we still interested in having this a week early, i.e. Monday 12
th
 rather than the 19

th
? 
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Forthcoming Shows in 2016 

Shows with highlight have been booked for us to attend.  If you wish to attend any of the shows with the club stand please 
let me know so I can attempt to book space for the club. 
 

2016 

June 26
th

 (Sunday) 
IPMS Coventry & Warwickshire Model Show, Rowley Road, Coventry, CV3 4FR 

Ipswich IPMS Model Show, Gresham Sports and Social Club, Ipswich, IP4 3QJ 

July 3
rd

 (Sunday) 
North Somerset Modellers Society Model Show, The Helicopter Museum, Weston 
Heliport, Locking Moor Road, Weston-Super-Mare, BS24 8PP 

July 9
th

 (Saturday) 
Hailsham District Scale Model Club, Community Civic Hall, Vicarage lane, Hailsham, 
East Sussex, BN27 2AX 

July 24
th

 (Sunday) Essex Model Show, Hannakins Farm, Billericay. 

July 31
st

 (Sunday) 
Midland Expo, Leasowes Sports Centre, Leasowes High School, Kent Road, 
Halesowen, B62 8PJ 

August 6
th

 & 7
th

 
(Saturday & Sunday) 

Essex MAFVA, Damyns Hall Aerdrome, Averly Road, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2TN 

September 17
th

 & 18
th

 
(Saturday & Sunday) 

Maquette Club Opale, Complexe Sportif, Rue de la Mairie, Frethun (near Calais) 

September 18
th

 (Sunday) Wings & Things 2016, Fenland & Spalding, Spalding High School, Spalding, Lincs. 

September 25
th

 (Sunday) St Ives (Brampton) show, Burgess Civil Hall, St Ives, Cambs. 

November12
th

 & 13
th

 
(Saturday & Sunday) 

Scale ModelWorld 2016, Telford International Centre, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 4JH 

December 4
th

 (Sunday) London Model Show, The Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, N1 0QH 

 

Peter 

Wrighty’s “References” 

Bob Plumridge RIP 

It is with great sadness, that news of Bob’s death has shocked many of us, the loss of much more than a club member, 
Bob has been with the club since it formed.  Most could call him a good friend, he lived alone and was always courteous to 
everybody, his work for the club as Treasurer and as Expo doorman in later years, both jobs many members think “rather 
him than me!”, but Bob was always helpful to people and his knowledge about modelling was probably unsurpassed by 
anyone in the club, most probably gained from his service at Hannants (Colindale), but don’t think it ends there.  Bob had a 
good knowledge of life in general, his answers at the Christmas quiz proved he was nobody’s fool on general knowledge. 

 

Bob had long term sickness problems throughout his life and it was on his doctor visits I met him outside WH Smiths, to go 
in for a look at the latest magazines etc.  Well Bob I’ll still be looking for you at WH Smiths for now, take a few kits up there 
in the sky to God’s modelworks. 

WrySpy Gets It Right Again! 

Cast your minds back to Sticky Fingers 142 March 2016, an outright warning on the suspect illegal 
use of laser beams and drones was set out and warns of this activity in south London.  Also the 
mayhem that could be caused if no action is taken, well it’s happened, 140 members of the travelling 
public were lucky to escape a serious incident.  However about 2 weeks later the inevitable 
happened, read it for yourselves in the newspaper report. 
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Who Brought Down MH17? 

On Tuesday 3
rd

 May BBC2 brought out a documentary with regard to locating the above named aircrafts destroyer in the 
skies above Ukraine.  This hit the button for me as WrySpy brought out its own version of the theory, who and how one of 
the warring factions opposing forces were guilty.  It can be found in Sticky Fingers April 2015 No. 131 & November 2015 
No.137. 
 
The BBC began by telling us the aircraft took off from Schipol which was the airport for Amsterdam on a flight to Kuala 
Lumpar via the Ukraine, not mentioning this crossed the eastern territory where a war was going on, the participants being 
Russian Rebel forces and Ukrainians. Now comes the misguided parts of the story, when various farmers and other 
civilians in the fields on the Steppes had their own stories like “I saw 2 Russian fighters scream around the 4 engined 
aircraft”, it seemed these were classed as Su-24s, with the length of them 2,000 plus, but such machines are fighter 
bombers and could not reach the 31,000 feet the airliner MH17 was at, is too high for missiles which are intended for 
ground targets. 
 

Just When You Thought It Was All Over 

Similar Problems 

Egypt:- that name crops up again, very much like the Russian tourist aircraft brought down by IS terrorists on its way from 
Cairo via Sharm-El-Sheik to tourist resort Sankt (St Petersburg) at the top of the Gulf of Finland. The aircraft was brought 
down by a pressure bomb smuggled into the luggage compartment, which blew away the tail and caused the crash.  The 
death toll was a heavy 150 passengers, you will no doubt recall all Brits stranded at Sharm-El-Sheik airport for about 10 
days due to the fear that their tourist planes had been similarly rigged with pressure bombs.  Only when Mr Cameron met 
Mr Putin and came to a joint agreement to release the planes.  As for other options to the crash, these offer the most likely 
IS claimed it was them on a revenge attack on Russia for them bombing Syrian stronghold Aleppo. 
 

French Airliner Goes Down On Its Way To Cairo 

Crashes in 2016, here we go again:- 
On Thursday May 19

th
 an Egyptian Airbus flight MS804 took off from Paris Airport @ 21:09 GNT. The Airbus A320 

proceeded along the scheduled route south east (see picture) to cross the Mediterranean to Alexandria and on to Cairo 
with their 66 passengers. 
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Problems arise:- first radio contact with Ground Approach 
was lost after 00:29 GMT when the pilot had made radio 

contact with Cairo for a few minutes.  Smoke had 
infringed into the cabin (note pressurised cabin clashes 

with smoke caused by a bomb in the luggage 
compartments).  Lost contact, the plane dived to lower 
level to try and clear the smoke @ 16,000 feet.  The 

plane was on a south easterly course to Crete when they 
agreed a drop in altitude.  The plane then made a 90

o
 

turning dive into the sea. 
 

 
Note: Points to consider 1) a 90

o
 turning circle wold bring you 

back to where you started from, 2) ships were already out 
searching for the plane and sailors aboard the destroyer/frigate 
(see picture) said they had seen a flame in the sky, possibly 
the dying aircraft on its way to “Davy Jones Locker”.  It seems 
more than possible the pressure bomb went off caused a fire 
which smoke filled the cabin and pilots cockpit thus 
overpowering them and then diving to lower altitude seems the best option, but an explosive device prevented such a plan 
being successful and its duty was done when the plane went into the sea. 

 
Final Note:  supposed wreckage and body parts were later 
reported as a false alarm, as was the black box find. 
 
The reason:- it could have been revenge for Frances authorities 
skilful job taking IS terrorists out of the war in France and Belgium 
in April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan 

 
There is more to come from Alan but I ran out of time to complete so it will appear next time.  Peter 

http://www.sticky-fingers.org.uk/

