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Peters Prattling 

Jan’s Talk 
Well I don’t know about anyone else but I really enjoyed the talk on the Polish Armour Brigade, there were a lot of bits of 
history I wasn’t really aware of, or had considered before, and I would guess that because of Jan’s personal connection it 
makes it all the more interesting. 
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December Meeting – 12th December 
At the request of the membership I have moved the December club meeting forwards a week to 12th December. 
 
Christmas Saturday Café Saturday 3rd December 
Janice from the church hall asked whether we would be interested/available to put on a display at the church hall on 
Saturday 3rd December between 9:30 and 12:30 when they are holding a Café in aid of funds to go towards the 
refurbishment of the hall.  So far Graham Hill & Robin Bellamy have volunteered to help. 
 
My Telford Report 
Firstly many thanks to all those from the club who attended and spent time on the club stand, you know who you are!  
There was a fantastic attendance from the club which meant there was plenty of time for those that wanted to wander 
round could see all the show (it is big!) without anyone being left alone for too long.  We had a great selection of models on 
the table and special mention must go to Steve Crust’s Israeli selection as he received a special medal from Israel IPMS for 
them, also Bob Lawrence’s Ekranoplan drew more than a few admiring glances and remarks. 
 

 
 
The saga of the setup entry wristbands was further complicated by the door team on Saturday morning being refused entry 
by the security team, but eventually it all worked out without too much huffing and puffing. 
 
At the Branch & SIG Leaders meeting there was some discussion around the wristbands.  It seems the whole thing was 
rushed in and the figure of 4 per club is a purely arbitrary one.  It’s possible that next year we will be able to a) request 
more than the 4 provided other clubs/SIG who don’t need that many request less & b) the bands could be sent to the Club 
Secretary prior to the show for distribution. 
 
All this is “up in the air” at the moment as the current UKLO (Andrew Jackson) is having to stand down at the next AGM as 
he let his membership lapse for 10 days and is now ineligible to stand again (there’s a rule requiring the Committee posts 
to have 3 full years membership, another discussion which took place!) and not surprisingly he wants whomever takes over 
the option to decide how this will be managed going forwards. 
 
Aside from having to attend this meeting I really enjoyed the show, if only because of the point raised earlier about the 
number of members taking part, all very good company.  Bargain of the weekend for me was the recent Airfix 1/72nd 
Dogfight Doubles of Dornier Do-17Z & Boulton Paul Defiant.  The Dornier is an extraordinary detailed and in some places 
delicate piece of moulding.  I indulged in an Eduard etched set to help set off the cockpit due to the amount that is possibly 
visible.  Can’t wait to start this one! 
 
We rounded the weekend off with a trip to the Cosford Museum on Monday as we hadn’t been for a few years and hoped 
to see the Dornier Do-17Z recovered a few years ago and was now out of the water tunnel.  Alas this was covered over 
with tarpaulin but we did see progress with the Handley Page Hampden which has been there many years now, along with 
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a Folland Gnat in Red Arrows markings, LVG and Wellington.  We wandered round the rest of the museum and couldn’t 
resist a sit in the Jet Provost Mk.3, very tempted to dig out the old Airfix one and build alongside the new mould. 
 

 
Ian does his best "Chocks Away" impression! 

 
Airfix 2017 New Toolings 
Next announced releases are:- 
1/48th P-51D Mustang 
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1/48th Hawker FB.11 Sea Fury 

 
 

 
1/72nd McDonnel Douglas FG.1 Phantom 
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Club Apparel 
As resurrected at the last meeting, if I get enough people interested in club clothing I can put together an order.  The more 
that the order contains the more likely the cost per item will come down.  So far I have the following requests.  Please 
check and let me know if there’s anything wrong or missing before I place the order. 

Club Member Type Size 

Allen Roffey Sweatshirt 
Polo shirt 

XXL 
XXL 

John Huston Polo shirt 
Fleece 

L 
M 

Bob Smith Polo shirt XXL 
Kevin Curley Polo shirt M 

Ralph Hebron Polo shirt 
Sweatshirt 

XXL 
XXL 

Steve Crust Fleece L 
 
Forthcoming Shows in 2016/2017 
Shows with highlight have been booked for us to attend.  If you wish to attend any of the shows with the club stand please 
let me know so I can attempt to book space for the club. 
 

2016 
December 3rd (Saturday) Hamex Kit Swap, Hanslope Village Hall, Newport Road, Hanslope, Bucks, MK19 7NZ 

December 4th (Sunday) 
London Model Show, The Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, N1 0QH 
IPMS Coventry & Warwicks Midland Air Museum Winter Fair, Midland Air Museum, 
Rowley Road Coventry, CV3 4FR 

2017 

January 22nd (Sunday) IPMS Bolton Scale Model Show 2017, St Joseph’s RC High School, Chorley New 
Road, Horwich Bolton, BL6 6HW 

January 29th (Sunday) Model Market 4, Hanslope Village Hall, Newport Road, Hanslope, Bucks, MK19 7NZ 
February 11th (Saturday) The Tank Museum Model Expo 2017, The Tank Museum, Bovington Wool, Dorset, 

BH20 6JG 

February 12th (Sunday) 
Midhurst Modellers Show 2017, The Grange Community and Leisure Centre, 7 
Bepton Road, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9HD 
Huddersfield Model Show 2017, Huddersfield Leisure Centre, Spring Grove Street, 
Huddersfield, HD1 4BP 

February 19th (Sunday) Shuttleworth Scale Model Exhibition, Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden 
Aerodrome, Biggleswade, SG18 9EP 

March 18th & 19th 
(Saturday & Sunday) Southern Expo 
April 27th (Saturday) IPMS Torquay & South Devon, Torquay Town Hall, 
May 13th (Saturday) Lancing, Parish Hall, South Street, Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8AJ 
August 6th (Sunday) Boscombe Down Aviation Collection, Old Sarum Airfield, Salisbury 
November 11th & 12th 
(Saturday & Sunday) Scale ModelWorld 2017, Telford International Centre, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 4JH 

 
Peter 
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Robin‛s “Ruminations” 

The dust is still settling in the Bellamy household after my return from the Nationals at Telford, the cloths, sign and models 
are back in the loft and I have a small pile of my purchases in the corner of my living room. As I’m sitting here tapping away 
on the computer, I keep looking to the side at the items I bought and at one glance I think, yeah, nice and on another 
glance, what was I thinking of! Adele is as patient, or is it resigned, as ever about me and my hobby, she just looks at me 
and smiles and normally says “very nice dear, I’m sure you’ll enjoy building it” even though she knows that the odds are I 
won’t get around to actually build it. 
 
The Nationals started for me about two weeks before you read this article, a week before we arrived at the show. I got the 
modelling bits and pieces together in fits and starts along with the bases, cloths and signs and dropped all the gear off to 
Peter on Friday afternoon so he could pack his car the way he wanted it and he could spend an extra 10 minutes in bed on 
Saturday morning. The drive down was as comfortable and safe as ever but it was raining a fair bit of the way and just as 
we got to Birmingham we were held up in traffic due to an accident between a lorry and a small car and we thought an 
early morning start was a rough start to the day! However we soon cleared that and arrived in Telford in the dry thankfully, 
now all we had to do was to negotiate the door keepers to get into the show. The set-up wristband saga has been 
discussed before so I won’t bore you with it again but not unsurprisingly it all turned out to be a bit of a waste of time, effort 
and society money with no real benefit to anybody except the jobsworths. 
 
Between Bob, Alan, John, Ian, Steve, Brian and Bob number 2 the stand was full of varied and well built models, so much 
so that poor Peter and I didn’t have any room to put out our models, we were heartbroken............or maybe not, it was really 
nice to see a table full of different models. The show kicked off with a wander around looking at the goodies for sale and 
the club / sig displays and ended up with chatting and glad handing the Expo traders, a couple of hours later it was coffee 
and foot rest time. I was robbed of some of my money on my wanders by a trader or two in exchange for plastic, resin and 
etched brass. It was no good complaining to the police so I put the items in a couple of carriers and took them back to the 
stand for closer examination and fondling. Like all model shows, the laws of time and reality seemed to bend in knots and 
the show came to a close for the day at 6pm, I’ve never managed to work out where the time goes to. So it was back to the 
hotel with our ill-gotten gains to clean up and go out to dinner with Ian and John. The meal was really good and the 
company even better but to use an old expression “what happens in Telford, stays in Telford” but suffice to say that we had 
a great laugh all evening long. 
 
Sunday started with the now normal large breakfast for everybody and then a wander over to the centre to ease the 
breakfast down a little. Things continued much the same as the Saturday with only the remembrance service at 11a.m. 
halting all movement and trading within the centres halls for the two minutes silence. After a last walk around chatting, 
saying our goodbyes and picking up any last minute purchases the show ended at 4 p.m. It was at this point I suddenly 
remembered that I had my camera with me and hadn’t taken a picture of the club stand or halls. What a twit! As Peter and I 
never put our models out, we had already put most of our bits and pieces either in the car or hotel room and so it was a  
case of one lift for everybody and the club cleared the hall before the lights were reduced or the traders vehicles allowed 
into the hall, result. Peter and I took our bits and pieces back to the car and hotel room and relaxed for a while until we 
went out for our evening meal. John and Ian were again good company and I don’t think that we stopped laughing 
throughout the entire meal. We got back to the hotel at 8:30p.m. and decided to have one swift drink as it was so early and 
after talking, laughing and another drink we eventfully reached our rooms at 11:30. I don’t know about Peter but I didn’t 
need any rocking to get to sleep that night. 
 
We had planned to go to the Cosford Museum and restoration centre on the Monday, hence the second nights stay at the 
hotel and so after having another good breakfast we met up with Ian and John at the museum and visited the attractions 
including the restoration centre which after two years since we had visited it last, we really noticed the progress on some of 
the long term projects like the Wellington and Hampden. There was a Folland Gnat in for repair / refurbishment and I 
always knew the Gnat was a small aircraft but I was truly amazed just how small it was, it looked more like a plastic kit than 
the Airfix model. Some idea of its diminutive size of the aircraft can be judged from this image. 
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“I reckon with a bit of strong string I could hang this from my ceiling!” 

 
After a spot of nibbles we headed off home at around 2:30p.m. and enjoyed, if that’s the right word, a smooth run home. I’d 
like to thank Peter for suffering me for the long weekend and all the members of the club that attended the Nationals for 
their company, especially John and Ian for your company at mealtimes and “a quick drink” in the hotel bar. Special mention 
must also be made of Steve Crust who was awarded a medal for his Israeli aircraft on the club stand, very well done Steve. 
 
My “official hat” is now on….. 
It’s competition time again and so I hope that you are going to keep me busy entering models and I look forward to seeing 
the varied selection of subjects. Good luck gentlemen 
 
Robin 

Wrighty‛s “References” 

Alan has sent me a larger story than usual so this will appear when I’ve completed it. 
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